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PROGRAM NOTES

Schubert was the youngest and greatest genius of the Lied, or German solo song. This heartfelt piece,
Litanei auf das Fest Aller Seelen (Litany for the Feast of All Souls). was composed as a solo song
with piano in 1816, when Schubert was 19 years old. The poem, which offers consolation for the
loss of loved ones, is by the 18th century poet and philosopher, Johann Georg Jacobi. Schubert chose
three of the nine original verses for his setting. The liturgical occasion - All Souls’ Day, November
2nd - is also known in Roman Catholic parlance as the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed.

In this arrangement, I have kept the magnificently simple melody, the words and the all-important
piano part exactly as Schubert wrote them. I have tried to use the added choral voices to subtly
heighten the emotional effect of the song with some wisps of harmony and unobtrusive humming
derived from Schubert’s own harmonies. However, the most expressive moments of the piece are in
the hands of the pianist during the poignant postludes which finish each verse.

This arrangement is recorded on the CD A Quiet Place — Music for Healing TIT by the Vancouver
Chamber Choir, available from their website www.vancouverchamberchoir.com or from various on-
line music download sites.

~~Jon Washburn

TEXT
Ruhn in Frieden alle Seelen, Rest in peace, all souls
Die vollbracht ein banges Quiilen, who, anxious torment done,
Die vollendet siissen Traum, and sweet dreams ended,
Lebenssatt, geboren kaum, weary of life, scarcely born,
Aus der Welt hiniiber schieden: are departed from this world:
Alle Seelen ruhn in Frieden! all souls, rest in peace!
Liebevoller Mcidchen Seelen, Maiden souls, full of love,
Deren Tréinen nicht zu zdhlen, whose tears cannot be counted,
Die ein falscher Freund verlief, whom a false friend has abandoned,
Und die blinde Welt verstiefs and the blind world has disowned;
Alle die von hinnen schieden, all who have departed from here,
Alle Seelen ruhn in Frieden! all souls, rest in peace!
Und die nie der Sonne lachten, And who, never rejoicing in the sun,
Unterm Mond auf Dornen wachten, kept watch on thorns under the moon,
Gott, im reinen Himmelslicht, to see God in Heaven'’s pure light,
Einst zu sehn von Angesicht: face to face, one day:
Alle, die von hinnen schieden, all who have departed from here,
Alle Seelen ruhn in Frieden! all souls, rest in peace!

Johann Georg Jacobi 1740 — 1814
DURATION

Ca. 4 minutes 40 seconds
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